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aprooves his Art." This characterization so well fits
in with the tone of later contemporary allusions to
Shakespeare that it is regrettable that Chettle did not
make its reference to him beyond a doubt.

Within a few months after the disturbance caused
by Greene's charges, Shakespeare appeared in the field
of authorship in quite unambiguous fashion. On
April 18, 1593, Eichard Field, himself a Stratford man,
entered at Stationers' Hall a book entitled Venus and
Adonis. The dedication, which is to the Earl of South-
ampton, is signed by "William Shakespeare," and the
state of the text confirms the inference that the poet
himself oversaw the publication. The terms of the
dedication, read in the light of contemporary examples
of this kind of writing, do not imply any close relation
between poet and patron; and the phrase "the first
heyre of my invention," applied to the poem, need not
be taken as placing its composition earlier than any
of the plays, since writing for the stage was then scarcely
regarded as practising the art of letters. Lztcrece was
registered May 9, 1594, and appeared likewise without
a name on the title-page, but with Shakespeare's full
signature attached to a dedication, somewhat more
warmly personal than before, to the same nobleman.
The frequency of complimentary references to these
poems, and the number of editions issued during the
poet's lifetime (seven of Venus, and five of Lttcrece)9
indicate that it was through them that he first obtained
literary distinction.